2023

AP Chinese Language

and Culture

Sample Student Responses
and Scoring Commentary

Inside:

Interpersonal Speaking—Conversation
I Scoring Guidelines
M Student Samples

I Scoring Commentary

© 2023 College Board. College Board, Advanced Placement, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered
trademarks of College Board. Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.org.

AP ﬂ



AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests competence in Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

2 minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
g an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
i incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
% may include includes elaboration
8 elaboration and detail and detail
% Very disjointed e Fragmented sentences Disconnected sentences Sentences may be e Connected sentences e Smoothly connected
a: sentences or isolated loosely connected sentences
words
Very labored pace and e labored pace and e Inconsistent pace and Generally consistent e Smooth pace and e Natural pace and
intonation, with intonation, with intonation, with pace and intonation, intonation, with intonation, with
constant hesitation and frequent hesitation and hesitation and with intermittent occasional hesitation minimal hesitation or
repetition repetition repetition that hesitation and and repetition repetition
interfere with repetition
comprehension
> Frequent errors in e Frequent errorsin e Errors in pronunciation May have several e QOccasional errors in e Accurate pronunciation
E pronunciation pronunciation (including tones) errors in pronunciation pronunciation (including tones), with
; (including tones) (including tones) sometimes necessitate (including tones), which (including tones) minimal errors
g necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort do not necessitate
listener effort listener effort special listener effort
Constant use of register e Frequent use of e Use of register May include several e Consistent use of e Consistent use of
inappropriate to register inappropriate appropriate to lapses in otherwise register appropriate to register appropriate to
situation to situation situation is inconsistent consistent use of situation except for situation
or includes many errors register appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, e Minimal appropriate e Limited appropriate Mostly appropriate e Appropriate vocabulary e Rich and appropriate
w inappropriate vocabulary, with vocabulary and idioms, vocabulary and idioms, and idioms, with vocabulary and idioms,
D vocabulary, with frequent errors that with frequent errors with errors that do not sporadic errors with minimal errors
3 frequent errors that obscure meaning; that sometimes generally obscure
g significantly obscure repeated interference obscure meaning; meaning
(] meaning; constant from another language intermittent
g interference from interference from

another language

another language
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

e Little or no control of e Limited grammatical
grammatical structures, structures, with
with frequent errors frequent errors that
that significantly obscure meaning

obscure meaning

Mostly simple
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors
that sometimes
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate e Variety of grammatical
grammatical structures, structures, with

with errors that do not sporadic errors
generally obscure

meaning

e Wide range of
grammatical structures,
with minimal errors

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE performance—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt
e Clearly does not respond to the prompt

e “I'don’t know,” “l don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

e Not in Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The AP Chinese Language and Culture
Course content related to this question is the Unit on Families and Communities. Students were
invited to participate in a conversation by responding to a series of six questions one by one. After
hearing each question, students had 20 seconds to respond. To interact appropriately in this process
of communication in an unrehearsed, spontaneous fashion, it took a variety of critical thinking skills,
such as analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating information, as well as a clear understanding of the
cultural context of the conversation.

The questions for Conversation this year are as follows:

Traditional Chinese characters:

PREF D BOEAR AR IRAM R SRR, B TR . SR — MR E e
PAM R AR EER . P 1 AR H L £ 28 2

BAMAFE B, REDIFR, URAEEM—FTEREC? 2R ?
PREFAGAR T SCAk, AR 2B S v B S0 A3 2R T SR g 2
NMEH, RMgHEAEEPBERWES, RERERM—EE, EBEK?
AR, AR AR AR . SRS R T IR 4T S e BE 2

OO0k LN

Simplified Chinese characters:

1 R IEARREA T SRS, ok ERK . IHIRMAE— TIRE Ot
2 BATEFERGRAR LR KT8 E AR AR e 4 2

3 FAMNTE B B, PEIIR, RAEREE- TR ? A

4 PREHRAR T b ESCA, AR 00 B ST AR 4 SO R 2

5 TANH, B WHERTEMES, WRRTAT I, EAFE?

6 WHERK, REDOANBR. IRES KRR 4T B4 2
Sample: A

Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
e, Rl Buer D RRrEgEE, R NEIOE EIE R, uh iR
5 . . [cough] S AKCEAR B, R SIS, A, FRIREE uh .

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a thorough and appropriate response including elaboration and details such as the
student’s name, name of the school (_% ), year in school (+84%#4:), hobbies (¥ £ Bk; Hib)
and Chinese level (73 7K*F*). Sentences are connected by the use of cohesive devices such as ¥i7E
and J2, the latter of which, though, should have been positioned after the subject (%) and before the

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

verb ((#%). The response is delivered at a natural pace with minimal hesitation or repetition. It has
accurate pronunciation and tones, with minimal errors. The register is appropriate to the situation—
the response greets the interviewer (##f) at the beginning and concludes with “thank you” (i),
although &% may be preferred in some regions in China when one is speaking to elders or those
with higher social status. This response uses rich and appropriate vocabulary (& H; B2 EK; 3¢
K KR E), and an idiom (1€ /)N 1°K), with one error: [ is missing in +#4£ 4% 4. This response
uses a range of grammatical structures (e.g., FM; FWILLE; M /NBIK; 1R ZE L BK; HHSOKPIR &,
with one error (BHKR S8 P for FIBIR = EHD).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Uh #[ni2]4f, uh #&wo2]M[jiao3] uh [l vh 32— 2 uh.. uh {shia] [er1)/E4, uh &
uh e — M .. T uh &, 24,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response including details such as the student’s name, year in school
(+—##), and being a Chinese student (* 3£ £2/4:). The sentences are loosely connected without
using transitions or cohesive devices. The response is delivered with intermittent hesitation and
repetition (e.g., ¥ 2 —, FL/ & uh..uh). It has several errors in tones: #R[ni2]; F[wo2]; "H[jiao3]; +
[shi4] —[er1], which, however, do not necessitate special listener effort. The student uses mostly
appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with errors that do not obscure meaning: &+
TR for AT RGN ER AR i oCERAE for R AR,

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
[long silence] /R4, F .. EHf, HEEK en B NEHIR, .

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt
minimally, only greeting the principal ({84, E .. ZHf) without the self-introduction that the prompt
requires. This response is delivered at a very labored pace with long silence at the beginning and
has constant hesitation, such as F . . 22l and & X245 en £S5 2 K. The response does not
contain sufficient or appropriate vocabulary and does not demonstrate control of grammatical
structures. There are errors that obscure meaning, such as %25 en £/ EWIR for JREWNE

IR A

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Uh RERGIRIBZ Diak, ALl uh @522 uh FEoR KK uh FRAATIER, P2 RIEE —Likef], RIBE
BRMIA uh EFE MBS uh B84,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer
(EH uh 2242 uh FARPRE uh DI RIBEEIRM A% vh HEREE uh #55%42). It also
includes elaboration (FZK 44 AR 2 Thag; FIBAH —LLk5fH). Sentences are smoothly connected with
connectors (FTLA; Al &; 4 ; 5(#). The pace of delivery and intonation is natural with minimal
hesitation. The pronunciation and tones are accurate, and the use of vocabulary is rich and
appropriate ((# ¥ ; —1&). The response contains a wide range of grammatical structures (45 4%; ... H;
fie; AISEIE. . —U; BR; 8(3) with minimal errors (F£:4%). This response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Uh R AR 3R 5 IR . . BRI A Z[chullE & 2 8 iz chul ] fik[wan2fan3]. Um F 5 FRIE
I um .

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer (PR3 &2
[chull & 28 # Wz [chul] i #k[wan2fan3]). Sentences are loosely connected (5{#; ).

The speaking pace and intonation are generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation and errors in
pronunciation that do not necessitate special listener effort, e.g., Z[chullE &#; "Z[chul]if ik
[wan2fan3]. The sample includes mostly appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures. The
response could have received a higher score had it included more details, e.g., 7 W R K EFE
BB, RMEAZEE T ER, WERZA K EY). This response demonstrates

competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Uh FE#EH g, RATUETR . um #HK . 3.

Commentary

This sample only addresses the prompt minimally (> . . &%) with a very labored pace of delivery
and constant hesitation. It contains insufficient and inappropriate vocabulary with errors that
significantly obscure meaning (A LAE K . . um #K . . 5%). The response fails to use appropriate
vocabulary, such as words for activities (§7¥k; & & 5) to address the prompt (fi£641#). This
response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2023 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Wi B EEEF L men2 uh B, &2 R AE P FEFEAR KM EER,  F /Ny (5 PR [ 22 AT 3
AN — i F [qid| Z A B AU [E] 1 um FETE

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a complete answer (F 5 A8 5 2 7F Eik
men2 uh & B; T B E%4 1R k1 LER), with elaboration and details (3% /)N fig 3% 1 o B i A
PR AT — i 2= [qid 2 A Ba 7 FUAS [E] ) um T2 R). The sentences are smoothly connected with
connectors, like [X] /%. The response is delivered with a natural pace and intonation, and the
pronunciation is accurate with minimal errors (Z:[gi4]). The response uses rich and appropriate
vocabulary (& Bh; W BIEE; B, NRpE; A5 ES S, AN [ J23X) with minimal errors in word choice
(men2 ["] for #f; & Bh for ). There is a good range of grammatical structures with minimal errors
(BEEAEE: men2 H ) for BEELFRE ). Overall, the response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FAEZ uh I, Thk[fu2], BA3R[wallbA iAok, Ak uh ZEPThR, EHEM . uh
uh AR R 2]

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but not thorough answer
(... fn 3 uh HEEBIIR[fu2], RESHEA . . uh IR uh 75 bie2 #f). The response is delivered with
a generally consistent pace and intonation, with intermittent hesitation and repetition (F &%k 1 . .
uh R uh %% bie2 #}). Several errors in pronunciation and tones appear in the response (F[fu2]; &
[wall; HIEF[4F 5147 ?]). However, they do not necessitate special listener effort. The use of vocabulary
and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate with errors that do not generally obscure
meaning: )7 for £Ih % or 4K K; the use of 1 or I} to connect verb phrases, as in I &4k 1 . .
uh ¥R uh %45 bie2 4} (instead of FR&r &k & & (13457 4F). Overall, the response provides a direct
and appropriate but not thorough answer, and the delivery and the language used are mostly
consistent and appropriate. Therefore, the response demonstrates competence in interpretational
speaking.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FATLLE uh P, [RA3K zi4 zheng4 SCUf uh .. 4F .. 3E sang2 4F [laugh] . . EH LT

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt by expressing the intention to help with a course and
explaining why (7] PLE uh #3C, K43k zi4 zheng4 C4f). However, the response does not directly
address which course to help out with—although # 3 is relevant to the context, it is not one of the
courses asked in the prompt. Therefore, the response is considered incomplete. The response uses
basic and fragmented sentences (F zi4 zheng4 3 #4f; 9F sang2 #f). It is delivered with a labored pace
(F zi4 zheng4 if uh .. 4 . . 4k sang2 4f [laugh] . . JE# 4F). Errors in pronunciation and tones (zi4
zheng4 X [H 3 ?]) obscure meaning, rendering a series of syllables difficult to comprehend.
Vocabulary is minimally appropriate with errors that obscure meaning (zi4 zheng4 ). Grammatical
structures are limited and also include errors that obscure meaning. For example, it is not clear what
k¥ 4F means—it could mean FIAEH 4 or F 1+ CAEH 4F. Overall, the response directly responds to
the prompt with an incomplete answer. Therefore, the response suggests a lack of competence in
interpretational speaking.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
WAENFS uh BALh . . 2SIt REFCHIREE, B2 7Bk, REBHBOSCRAER . F
HAEER . .

Commentary

This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate response, including some details (7N4E&% B E 0, Srhr 1
0 22 1 R B A S Ak B SC AR AR 4T 8.) Sentences are connected with cohesive devices (... [ i;
). This response is delivered in a smooth pace and intonation with occasional hesitation (F&1E 754
#ouh s . . Brpor REAPBSCIER L ABAIEER | . ¥55%). The response uses appropriate
vocabulary and varied grammatical structures with sporadlc errors (Z:H SCRIF ;B AEH A
AEHEH E ).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

H A [ued| G 3CALER uh FZEL, A, B mm FATEHE K S um R2E, FBE LR K[chang4].

Commentary

The response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt directly
and provides an appropriate answer (e.g., 1L RE; JFE 211 %). The sentences are loosely
connected (e.g., A1 /%...). The speaking pace is generally consistent with intermittent hesitation.
There are several errors in tone (& [jue4]fs; & %218 4<[chang4]), which do not necessitate special
listener effort. The response uses mostly appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with
errors that do not generally obscure meaning (e.qg., F& 5 AR A £ BO[F1R]).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Um F& 5 HE genl BHRE . . xind £1R1T [long pause] i#H I AT LA [sigh].

Commentary

The response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. The response directly
addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer (genl /2 ... 1R 4f). The
sentences are fragmented. The response is delivered in labored pace and intonation, with frequent
hesitation. Errors in pronunciation (e.g., genl ¥ #) necessitate constant listener effort. The response
uses minimal appropriate vocabulary, with interference from another language (e.q., &R for 1R 4F).
The response contains limited grammatical structures (e.qg., /2 1R%f; F AT LL).
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
B, AR —iE 2= [quz], FRIRAETLLE 2R Z /H B s, EARAERZHET . . BYwu2),
B AR AT DA TE HR B AN REAT BE, A RRAT B, B AT LeA R

Commentary

This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough and appropriate response, including details (F¢48 7] LAE 21K 22 i ob B i) 52 78 3%
AT LAZNAE Th R g NPT BR, B ERATBR, iE 45 L4t BF). Transitional and cohesive devices make the
response logical and easy to follow (FAHERIRM—i2 %[qu2], BF...J8F...FrLL...). The pace of the
response is smooth, with occasional hesitation (1 B[] . . &%) and occasional errors in
pronunciation (—#2%[qu2]; &%[wu2]). Vocabulary use is appropriate, and a variety of grammatical
structures are used (...[* 5...; A ...; FrLL...). More accurate tones and richer vocabulary would
make the response more natural with more depth in meaning.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
K, %ﬂduiz]%ﬂduiz]%ﬂduiZ] WEE, ApM—iEx. FREKRE &E%mﬂlﬁ’]%@ MRS 2R LT
Yilwan3], FIRESLRE, FILATCIAREHE, $Hdui2), ;ﬁ[dulz],

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response (8%, *%f[dui2]®{[dui2]®i[dui2], FREZ, FRAT—HEZE). A few
sentences are used to provide a reason, but all are loosely connected with only one connective word
(e.g., F R BAREFEMPEIG, MIRBHZIREFIrlwan3], MIEARZIREF, FIHATUA 1R = 5).
The response has a consistent pace with 1nterm1ttent hesitation and repetition (¥f[dui2]®#{[dui2]¥#}
[dui2]). Errors in tones, however, do not necessitate special listener effort (¥f[dui2]; ZfIt[wan3]).
Grammatical structures are mostly appropriate, with errors that do not obscure the meaning (7] LA
HIR L for %7 PR = #L). The response could have earned a higher score if more connective
devices (not just #1) were used to enhance the logical connections between sentences. More accurate
tones and fewer repetitions would also make the response more natural and smoother.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FHHEHE . uh.. %, BXAM..uh.. 8. uhZ..uh %/,

Commentary

This response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It only addresses the
prompt minimally by saying & &% ... 25, &AL, HL... %% /7. The sentences are very disjointed, with
isolated words in the second half GE/Xf1..uh.. 8 .. uh /& .. uh %% /)). The delivery has a very
labored pace with constant hesitation. The isolated words suggest insufficient vocabulary with
frequent errors and little control of grammatical structures, which significantly obscure meaning.
The response could have earned a higher score if a complete sentence that directly addressed the
prompt was produced.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
R . R B[yellR B EEEHAR . Uh A [jindl K [tiand] A IR 2 Dhak, ArAERA K F 4 [wullfft uh 3 FTh
ko Uh A H L [wenl], #H[xuel], uh WEIIER. (HERESIRM T TR H T .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer. It
includes elaboration and details (4 K ARZ Tk, FrLAIRAS R T HERM I, AL, BE, W)
PRI, (H S RS R A L TR 5 ¥ (1)), The sentences are smoothly connected. The pace and
intonation are natural with minimal hesitation. The pronunciation is accurate with minimal errors (%~
[jin4] X [tian4]; T F[wull; < [wenl]; %5 [xuel]). The use of register is consistent and appropriate to
the situation (. Fti[yellIR = ELFZHEAR). The vocabulary used (t; B 15; ##) is rich and
appropriate. The response contains a wide range of grammatical structures (Ft4; Bt LL; 1H,2&) with
minimal errors (F /5% TG 1).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
KA. CTE .. TR T ULE [bang3]PR[nil] . . ERIRER[kel] . . uh 1R[henl] . . {FERHEIK. 1R
[duo4]&H#t .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer (%5 7 %
Fir LLF AT LLE [bang3]#R[nil]; BRI [kel]). The sentences are disconnected. The pace and
intonation are inconsistent with hesitation. Errors in pronunciation sometimes necessitate special
listener effort (& [bang3]/R[nil]; R /R ATR[kel]; 1R[henl]). The response uses appropriate vocabulary
and grammatical structures with errors that sometimes obscure meaning (7] PA&#[bang3]/R[nil] . . &
R E# kel]). The response could have earned a higher score if the student spoke more about the
kind of help the student can provide (e.g., & /4§ F7%7R). This response suggests competence in
interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
R[woller .. i .. 76 . . #r{Mf¥ [long pause] ¥ . . Kk [kel] K A3k 75 Elyao2].

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally and marginally (F¢[wol]&r .. fi . . 7£ . . /&M [long
pause] B2 . . )i kel]). It contains very disjointed sentences and isolated words. Its pace and
intonation are very labored with constant hesitation and repetition. The response contains
insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning (F[woll& .. it . .7E . . /R [long pause] #&: . . Hiilkel]X A F
%ilyao2]). This response could have earned a higher score had it included a specific learning activity
and/or an explanation of an activity. This response demonstrates a lack of competence in
interpersonal speaking.
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