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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests competence in Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses
prompt only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence; very disjointed
sentences or isolated
words

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information
generally lacks organization
and coherence; minimal or
no use of transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; fragmented
sentences

Cultural information has
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

Portions may lack
organization or coherence;
infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
disconnected sentences

Cultural information is
generally correct but has
some inaccuracies

* Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt but may
lack detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is
accurate but may lack
detail

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt

Well organized and
coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is
accurate and detailed

¢ Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail

Well organized and
coherent, with a clear
progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; well-connected
discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is
ample, accurate, and
detailed

DELIVERY

Very labored pace and
intonation, with constant
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate intense
listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Labored pace and
intonation, with frequent
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate constant
listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and
intonation, with hesitation
and repetition that
interfere with
comprehension

Errors in pronunciation
(including tones)
sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate
to situation is inconsistent
or includes many errors

Generally consistent pace
and intonation, with
intermittent hesitation and
repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including
tones), which do not
necessitate special listener
effort

May include several lapses
in otherwise consistent use
of register appropriate to
situation

Smooth pace and
intonation, with occasional
hesitation and repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including
tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Natural pace and
intonation, with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with
minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

LANGUAGE USE

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with sporadic
errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e  Mere restatement of the prompt

e  Clearly does not respond to the prompt, completely irrelevant to the topic

e Notin Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring
students to give an oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking to
their Chinese class. The AP Chinese Language and Culture Course content related to this question is
the Unit on Influences on Beauty and Aesthetics. The question comprised a single prompt, which
identified the cultural topic and asked students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and
explain its significance. After hearing and reading the topic, students had 4 minutes to prepare and 2
minutes to deliver their presentation. In addition to linguistic accuracy in forming a coherent and
cohesive discourse in speaking, students were expected to demonstrate cultural knowledge and
cultural appropriateness in describing and analyzing specific cultural topics. Expressions of
perspective and opinions should be presented, ideally with details and examples.

The question for Cultural Presentation this year is as follows:

Choose ONE type of Chinese art expression or style (for example, Yue Opera or regional dances,
open courtyard homes or buildings, and pottery or sculpture, etc.). In your presentation, describe this
type of Chinese art and explain its significance.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

RELF, S RBRAAEA BT, F5shid]. B, TR shidl. RALIHT, — @ A2
H, B EEE (BEREsi4]) o fE[zai2fh, fE[zai2[fliEE, iR H[yue2]r[liang2] 5wt it % [jiad].
B TR, B A IEA)T. fEzai2] P, FE/MZTIEA NMIES M, 2 —@Eyw
HAWE 1&1F3£%&E@H%1b%auma{lﬁ, K 22 R S 1 Hqiel [ ARG I E 2. BFEH =
2, BB —# . —iRFI[daoc2] B ET, AR 2I5F[shidl. AMTEEEE[shi2], K& e SCHE
HAMEE um 5, B EMER. Rilye2lfE b R L bu2] S 1 g A 5 E 5¥shid]. A IR
B, FreE[rang2] M 7RIS, SRS — AR i Thao2] B SCAL RS SR . FRAREER MR BN A+
B, DR A AP S o [ 0 SO AR R . IRAYE A — R AR R S, BREESRA — & [qil[ 5
o T SRS [shid]. FRBERE T 1, AR S iad].
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2023 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. It is well organized
with a clear progression of ideas by introducing first the genre poetry (iF) as one of Chinese arts (—
rf1 [ () #4487), which leads naturally to the poet 2% 5 and his most recognizable work ##7% & (7£
%, INEZTL BB RS —E AR A 4 )5F). Cultural information is ample, accurate and
detailed (fihih H 2 R U IR . ¥ EA Ll AR 7. —HEDUEA)F; 5FEw EE, S B r—58
Oy wE BT 2. GEIRME T @ BIfY 2 4k). It is worth noting the excitement and desire of the
student to share the passion for Chinese poetry with friends both in the U.S. and China (g2 1
AEF TR A SRR . FRAHER A EBI AP BRI EY. . RAEA — R A h g E v, BR A AR —
E R ... /5F). The response has a natural pace and intonation with minimal hesitation and
repetition (£ 12 £%). Pronunciation is accurate and vocabulary is rich and appropriate (%4 &
28, APl s, 1 fi@; %t... B BLER) with minimal errors: i 5% instead of & or 17f. The response

has a wide range of grammatical structures (&%¢; —...5t...; 1fi H).
Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

fedbbei2] A —H 2L B, AEH, BA, NMEEBAA—KNETEEH, H. £, Ak
FEAtE A 4L, uh 402 uh & uh ZRTHIAN, MEABRANET T, BEA K, A—RHgEE, f
AN—ERH uh A—ERBRPE, BA—ER . . A—1 meaning. HRZ ARG ELEIA, AE
AL ZER Th[gong2) K [fud]. B .. BAEBEDIRM . 1B . BFIRZA—EIEA, M. . /£ .. /£ uh
DIRAAM AT LARE, A M mT LU PEER, A MER —(E s, f— iy . . Adbdb s opera &, dbaint, HEIZ
fR[hend], 1R[hend]ff i), FIFRIRZEA, MBS LANGHRTG, FAARZH), BHEHHEE sh- FLHEH

44, %% miand.

Commentary

This response addresses the topic directly but does not address all aspects of the prompt. Cultural
information is generally correct but has some inaccuracies. It provides a brief description of the
Peking opera (5{/§) with its roles (E.. f1. A4=#17%) and the associated colors (4L 42 uh 52 uh 2R 4F
KN, FIE A E AL T), but does not provide an explanation of the significance (5 EI2.. /R L1,
FIRARZE 1, AFREARE KI5 PE). The response lacks organization and coherence, with
repetition and hesitation in disconnected sentences (A —#f) uh A —EEHIHPE, AR .. A
—Fkf*) meaning). Pace and intonation are inconsistent in a way that interferes with comprehension
(B .. GEBREDI R . I8 .. HIRZA KL PY). Vocabulary is appropriate but limited, and
grammatical structures are simple with frequent errors that sometimes obscure meaning (¥ 1] % 4%,
% miand; R —E %, —H#E1). The use of English words (meaning; opera) suggests
intermittent interference from another language. The response would have been improved had the
student demonstrated better control of vocabulary and grammatical structures and provided a
plausible explanation of the significance of the Peking opera on a personal level and beyond.

© 2023 College Board.
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

# Hhua2]iR[henl]# < [liang2], AfffR[henl] kanl [BA?] .C», BRI ZfMSECEE . RITTLIES, H&
iR wan2 [Ir?] erl [ii?]. BEARZ .. BE, W& .. K. . Bhend] ¥ ESE, REBRMOWAESE,
REAC . 1RZ A& # [long pause] zhuangl [F7?] & [hua2] BRES, FH A .. uh.. FF AR hend]
ot, #3 [long pause] IRZ .. AMM. . H#K#E # 5 [long pause] [sneeze] Fl Z i " =8 3 58, A
=,

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only minimally. The vague idea of painting and its beauty is lost
in disjointed sentences and isolated words (¥ . . 1R [hen4] E# & #; zhuangl [+?] & [hua2] IB1R &
2). The response lacks organization with little cultural information relevant to the topic; it does not
include specific Chinese art expressions or styles (2 & AfR[hendiE+; 1R% .. A M .. SEEE R,
Zifh i =iEcE &5, fh{fE & 5). Pace and intonation are very labored with constant hesitation (& &
HRZ .. &ZE, H%&..F . .) and repetition (= # & #H; IR L E =, HE [long pause] R% . .
MM .. E# & 5). Frequent errors in pronunciation and tones ({R[henl]iZ 5% [liang2]; wan2 [¥t?] erl
[52.7]; zhuangl [#77?] & [hua2)]) necessitate listener effort. The vocabulary used is insufficient and
grammatical structures indicate little or no control.
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