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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Question 2: Compare and Contrast Article 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests emerging Demonstrates Suggests emerging Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

competence in
presentational writing

excellence in
presentational writing

in presentational writing

Article addresses prompt
only minimally

Article addresses topic
only marginally or
addresses only some

Article addresses topic
directly but may not
address all aspects of

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including expression of

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt,
including expression of

Article addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,

results in very fragmented
language

results in fragmented
language

simple structures

% aspects of prompt prompt preference and reasoning, preference and reasoning including expression of
E but may lack detail or preference and reasoning
= elaboration
= Lacks organization and Scattered information Portions may lack Generally organized and e Well organized and e Well organized and
8 coherence generally lacks organization or coherent; use of coherent, with a coherent, with a clear
~ organization and coherence; infrequent use transitional elements and progression of ideas that progression of ideas; use
2 coherence; minimal or no of transitional elements cohesive devices may be is generally clear; some of appropriate transitional
= use of transitional and cohesive devices inconsistent use of transitional elements and cohesive
elements and cohesive elements and cohesive devices
devices devices
Labored expression Labored expression Strained or unnatural flow Strained or unnatural flow e Generally exhibits ease of e Natural, easily flowing
constantly interferes with frequently interferes with of expression sometimes of expression does not expression expression
comprehensibility comprehensibility interferes with interfere with
comprehensibility comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and Errors in orthography and e Infrequent or insignificant e Orthography and
mechanics very frequent mechanics frequent or mechanics may be mechanics do not errors in orthography and mechanics virtually error
> or significantly interfere interfere with readability frequent or interfere with interfere with readability mechanics free
E with readability readability
E Minimal use of kanji Frequent mistakes in use May include frequent May include several e Occasional mistakesinuse e Virtually no mistakes in
g according to AP Japanese of kanji according to AP mistakes in use of kanji mistakes in use of kanji of kanji according to AP use of kanji according to
kanji list Japanese kaniji list according to AP Japanese according to AP Japanese Japanese kaniji list AP Japanese kanji list
kanji list kaniji list
Constant use of register Frequent use of register Use of register and style May include several lapses o Consistent use of register e Consistent use of register
and style inappropriate to and style inappropriate appropriate to situation is in otherwise consistent and style appropriate to and style appropriate to
situation to situation inconsistent or includes use of register and style situation except for situation
many errors appropriate to situation occasional lapses
Insufficient, inappropriate Insufficient, inappropriate Some inappropriate Appropriate but limited e Variety of vocabulary and e Rich vocabulary and
vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms vocabulary and idioms idioms, with sporadic idioms
w constantly interfere with frequently interfere with interfere with errors
g comprehensibility comprehensibility comprehensibility
"-'5 Limited control of Limited control of Errors in grammatical and Appropriate use of e Appropriate use of e Variety of appropriate
< grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic syntactic structures grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic grammatical and syntactic
8 structures significantly structures frequently sometimes interfere with structures, but with structures, with sporadic structures, with minimal
2 interferes with interferes with comprehensibility several errors in complex errors in complex or no errors
E comprehensibility or comprehensibility or structures or limited to structures
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE—Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
e Notin Japanese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response)
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article
Sample: A

S0 HROBRERLT L EZ RDORFRGETRD Z L E AAFETRD Z L2 TAHAET, RO
BT L EAZ RORRFE TR L L AARBTRLIZLEIRTIELED ZERHY £7,

1OHDED ZLIFAARE TR L, BILVWHBEZZSZENTEET, GHLELTHLRVWEIED
BEWRE DML ENTEDLE TRV ET, ZL T, FILWEEZ UIEW =G, a2 my £
B

2OHDIED ZLIFAARBTHATEDL, ¥¥ T 7 X —DRYOFEIE LN DZENTELLIITRY
F9, AAROBRERLT VEIWZZAL ) LIZANTFY 77 ZF—DHEMZARGITH > TWDE 06, I3«
BEOLOTALET, EETAAL) LEADOFRFAUEEZ0 L 2 TATLHZ LR TEEREA,

3OHMED ZLIIMENFHFRETRD L EFEESNIRTVTY, AAETREL, bbAHAH D
RWHGEELZ X O TV NG, GEERi 2 000 £% A, ZND, GEZ 2O 0 T2 NITRFE TR
TLIEEW,

faamiE L C, HAROMERST L EZ RORIGE TR S Z LIIffH T L, BAETRL DGRV
EHWET, FUIHAGEZ EFICRD7Z0VO T, AADBERT LEZ WO S AAGE TR ET,

Sample: B

FA—FBZ 72T A 20T T T LN WA TT, Zhunb, hTUVAL—ya i RnH5Dz 0
NhEIIZZLE N T VAL =g U BRVDZ 0B ERDE I EEL BEXTHRET,

VN HIZ, MFELRBRLZAWVBEZLTWHETNG, ARITXBZRLTYT, ZWEBRIZZWVWZWELET
—éAo

FBAZ, T UVAL =Y a BB EIDZWRERIZZEDIEIN LS ETEDLTT, TV AL—Y
a UBTRWEE, T A =T OAE— KR ERWVWTT L, mWNWTWF—ALT, ¢ THLHEEL T,

TH, NIV AL—arRRVOZ R ELE-ZLE, boBLWEBLWET, —FRGRE %
D, DO LD, b b EBHLWET,

AARGEZ EFICRDDIZDIC, T SARAE XD TRHIEI DRV EBHEWET, D2 LD HAGEN
EFRURR2VDIZ, FTUAL—a U BROVDIWNEHRDDIE I BT ETT,
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)

Sample: C

XU LT, FAlZ [name of candidate] T4,
ASHIFAARDOENE L ST TOERKOEN 212 LET,
AROERFLTNPLTT, o< RFE LETRIFEET. broRTT, TH, AAOEN
IEETA~TT,

EOLTNTOHRDEPIMEF]TT, FTdHEOSTNTOHRDENITONY £9TT, TH, &6
THTOHRDOENTEET &2 &/-TT,

ELTIVTOHARDENDITH HARDHE) KV FEHTF,

FNEXT o H AR RIIRUITTENSG F T AL ETCORROENOHFNAROBMA LY T TT, b

TALE
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The Compare and Contrast Article task assesses presentational writing skills by having students
write an article for the student newspaper of their sister school in Japan. The prompt, given in
English, asks students to compare and contrast watching Japanese movies and/or television
programs in Japanese vs. with translation, based on their own experience. Students must identify
three aspects of the topic, highlighting similarities and differences. Additionally, they must express
their preference, whether for one option, the other, or both, and provide their reasoning. Responses
should demonstrate the ability to identify, compare and contrast, elaborate, choose, and explain in
presentational writing. Students are expected to use AP kanji, employ a robust vocabulary, and show
control over grammatical structures.

Sample: A
Score: 5

This article demonstrates emerging excellence in presentational writing. It addresses all aspects of
the prompt with thoroughness and detail, including expression of preference and reasoning for
watching Japanese movies and/or television programs without translations (i.e., H RKDBLECT L B
ZRARFREE TR LD Z LIEfH T &, BARETRLIOI DWW E BNWET, FAUTHARGEZ LRI
R0 TNDT, HARDOBEST L EZ VWD HAGE TR £ 7). It is well organized and clear with
frequent use of transitional elements and cohesive devices such as 57, 12H. 2-2H. 39
H. and #%7#. It generally exhibits ease of expression (e.g., ¥+ 7 7 # —DA YU DFENEE 53D Z &
N TEDH LI 9127 £9). There are no mistakes in usage of AP kanji, and the use of register and
style are consistent for the situation except for occasional lapses. The use of grammatical and
syntactic structures is appropriate with minimal errors in complex structures (e.g., .~ 7= & should
be B2 6 ; #H LWEZEZ SCIZHVV 2226 should be #Hr LWHEEA ST TRIWZ 5 H16 R WEHEEAR L 9
HTuW5 75 should be 15 72 WEEEDSY L < HCUW A ) 5). There are no errors in orthography, and
errors in mechanics are insignificant (5% L% L C should be 5% & L C; fifi@ L T should be i & L
). This response would receive a higher score if there was more variety of vocabulary instead of
basic words (e.qg., 72 kFfH]; K4K) and grammatical expressions with less sporadic errors to
demonstrate command of language.
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AP® Japanese Language and Culture 2024 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Writing: Compare and Contrast Article (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in presentational writing. It addresses the prompt
directly but may not address all aspects of the prompt, despite including expression of preference
(g, TH, NIV AL—aryRNRVODIWVWREHRTZ L, boBLNEBHUVET). Some
inappropriate vocabulary interferes with the comprehensibility of the response (e.g., 7 — &).
Furthermore, errors in orthography and mechanics are frequent and interfere with readability with a
presence of hiragana instead of kanji (e.qg., (ZIZA Z WAL ; 72K SARAUZT X 9T HIEI NV ER
H U E 9). The strained and unnatural flow of expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility (e.g., 5 2. TV AL —va v NHIDZVWNERTZZLEDIEINE - ETX
5HC9 77 X —ihd O A ¥ — R). Errors in grammatical and syntactic structures also sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., 7272 L ® H &RGE2S EF U %72\ DT should be 7= L D HAGE
MNEFLRRWTE; hTUAL—va URRVDXWRERDLDIED N & CTJ shouldbe k7
AL =2 a UBRNZWDREHLDIEINTETT, b b tBbWE T should be <O LE

9 —ARMm 725 25 should be —FTi&i5 2T ; o0 5HKfshould be 73702 » 72 ; & CHEEL TT
should be & TH#EE LV T9). If the response had included specific phrases to explain reasoning (e.g.,
Ho b TE5HTT couldbe o Lbnh EF, DY LT VT, ete.) along with the line of thought,
or shown more variety in vocabulary, the claims would have been clearer, and the score could have
been higher.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational writing. It addresses the topic
marginally (i.e., FAlZT7 > X A% 2 RIZ KU TTENDS b T AL ETOHARDEDOTHHARKDEH X
Y 4% C9) with scattered information lacking in coherence, making the points of comparison
difficult to identify (e.g., F ARDE AN TTe T LTY 5 & TN TOHAROEANIFERTT, TH, &
59 TCOHADHENTE £ % £72T9). There is minimal to no use of transitional devices (e.g.,
NHL ZIXTE LET; BAROE DS £ X7 CT7), which makes the response incoherent. Labored
expressions (e.g., & 5T TOHARDE ; 756 721X FE LEITFLIELFE £9) and errors in
orthography are frequent and interfere with readability (e.g., £ 53T ; o< 7= ; KUITT NS
should be K¥JC9, 727>5). The usage of inappropriate vocabulary interferes with
comprehensibility (e.g., % ¥ 7 ; HZAK®H]), and the limited control of grammatical structures
frequently results in fragmented language (e.g., H A DE 73347V £9T7 should be H A DML |X
71 F 7). This response would have earned a higher score if transitional devices, such as £,

Z )5, were used to organize points of comparison and explanations, as well as better character
conversion for katakana words. More demonstration of competence in basic grammar structures
would have increased readability of the argument and earned a higher score.
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