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 SOURCE D

 A poster published in Boston, April 1851. Boston is in Massachusetts, which was a free state.
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 SOURCE E

 A print published and distributed in New York, 1850. The artist later fought in the Union army  
in the Civil War. The figures in the background are slave catchers. 
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 SOURCE F 

 
A poster from 1870 advertising a theatrical production of the book ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’,  

published in 1852. It shows a runaway slave fleeing across the Ohio River.
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 Now answer all parts of Question 1. You may use any of the sources to help you answer the 
questions, in addition to those sources which you are told to use. In answering parts (a)–(e) you 
should use your knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 

 (a) Study Source A.

  How useful is this source to a historian studying slavery in the USA in the 1850s? Explain 
your answer using details of the source and your knowledge. [7]

 (b) Study Sources B and C.

  How far does Source B make Source C surprising? Explain your answer using details of the 
sources and your knowledge. [8]

 (c) Study Source D.

  Why was this source published in Boston in 1851? Explain your answer using details of the 
source and your knowledge.  [8]

 (d) Study Sources E and F.

  Which one of these two sources provides the more reliable evidence about the Fugitive Slave 
Law? Explain your answer using details of the sources and your knowledge. [8]

 (e) Study all the sources.

  How far do these sources provide convincing evidence that the Fugitive Slave Law was 
effective? Use the sources to explain your answer. [9]
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Option B: Twentieth century topic

2 How reasonable were Mussolini’s actions over Corfu?

 Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all parts of 
Question 2.

 Background Information

 The Corfu incident started in August 1923 when Italian members of a commission, sent by the 
Conference of Ambassadors to mark the Albanian–Greek border, were murdered. There were 
claims that Greeks were responsible for the killings, and Mussolini sent Greece an ultimatum 
and then occupied Corfu. The Conference of Ambassadors decided that Greece should pay Italy 
compensation and that Italy should leave Corfu. 

 Was Mussolini justified in how he acted over Corfu?

 SOURCE A

 The crisis broke out when Italian members of a commission working on the Albanian–Greek 
border were murdered. On 29 August, Mussolini quickly sent reasonable demands to the Greek 
government, which rejected them. On 31 August Mussolini invaded Corfu, in effect holding the 
Greek island hostage. Greece wanted the matter to be dealt with by the League of Nations but it 
was generally agreed that the Conference of Ambassadors should deal with it. Greece had to pay 
heavy compensation to Italy due to its ‘negligence before and after the crime’. Happy that he had 
achieved his aims, Mussolini evacuated the island on 27 September. In Italy, the whole incident 
was regarded as a triumph which was celebrated by the Italian people. 

 From a recent history book.

 SOURCE B

 In August 1923, Mussolini saw an opportunity to show his contempt for the League. On 27 August, 
within a day of the shooting of the Italian commissioners, he had ordered the occupation of Corfu 
and sent an ultimatum to Greece. He made sure the Greeks could not accept all of the ultimatum. 
Despite several governments, including the British, believing that Albanians were guilty of the 
murders, Greece acted as reasonably as possible and accepted most of the Italian demands. On 
31 August, with Mussolini claiming that Corfu was rightfully part of Italy, the Italians bombarded 
and invaded Corfu. The Greeks appealed to the League of Nations but Mussolini, knowing that the 
French would support him, demanded the matter be settled by the Conference of Ambassadors. 
Greece was outraged by the Conference’s ruling that it should pay Italy compensation. The 
Conference also ruled that the Italians should leave Corfu. British naval threats made Mussolini 
leave the island. What had started as an attempt to dominate the Adriatic turned into a withdrawal 
and a confrontation with Britain. Despite this, Mussolini and the Italian people regarded his actions 
as successful. 

 From a recent history book.
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 SOURCE C

A cartoon published in Britain, 11 September 1923. It shows Mussolini and leading members of the 
League of Nations. Mussolini became Prime Minister of Italy in October 1922.
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 SOURCE D

A cartoon published in Britain, September 1923. Mussolini is standing over the entrance to the  
Adriatic Sea. Caesar was the Romans’ word for ‘Emperor’. A colossus is a huge statue. 
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SOURCE E

ITALY DEMANDS A MINIMUM

It is generally felt that Signor Mussolini’s demands are the minimum that could be made with 
dignity. Anti-Greek demonstrations are reported from all over Italy. It is only to be expected that the 
government presided over by Mussolini should act with great seriousness.

From an Italian newspaper, 29 August 1923.

SOURCE F

WARLIKE ACT COMMITTED

ITALY SEIZES GREEK ISLAND OF CORFU

GREECE APPEALS TO LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The crisis resembles that which provoked the Great War. The Greek reply was conciliatory and 
apologetic. Greece fully acknowledges the injustice of the crime, and offers to make amends in 
the utmost manner possible without humiliating itself. Unfortunately, Mussolini is not a reasonable, 
cool-headed person. It is a stroke of luck the League of Nations was about to meet when Mussolini 
chose to stage his blood-and-thunder drama. If the protests of friendly powers fail to reduce 
Mussolini’s hysteria, it is the League alone which stands between peace and war. This crisis which 
Mussolini has forced upon Europe is the first test of the strength and solidarity of the moral force 
behind the League.

From a British newspaper, 1 September 1923.

SOURCE G 

There came news that an Italian military mission on the Albanian–Greek border had been 
treacherously massacred by Greeks. 

 Having received full satisfaction, I recalled 
the squadron.

From Mussolini’s autobiography, 1928.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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 Now answer all parts of Question 2. You may use any of the sources to help you answer the 
questions, in addition to those sources which you are told to use. In answering parts (a)–(e) you 
should use your knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 

 (a) Study Sources A and B.

  How far do these two sources agree? Explain your answer using details of the sources. [7]

 (b) Study Sources C and D.

  How similar are these two cartoons? Explain your answer using details of the sources and 
your knowledge. [8]

 (c) Study Sources E and F.

  How far does Source E make Source F surprising? Explain your answer using details of the 
sources and your knowledge. [8]

 (d) Study Source G.

  How useful is Mussolini’s account as evidence about the Corfu incident? Explain your answer 
using details of the source and your knowledge. [8]

 (e) Study all the sources.

  How far do these sources provide convincing evidence that Mussolini’s actions in the Corfu 
incident were justified? Use the sources to explain your answer. [9]




