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 2. English is the most widely used language in the world, thus becoming the world’s lingua franca. 

A. Define the term “lingua franca.” 

B. Identify and describe ONE historical factor that contributed to the worldwide use of English. 

C. Identify and explain TWO examples that show how globalization is contributing to English becoming the 
world’s lingua franca. 

 
 
 

 
 Source: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

 
 3. In recent years, the number of refugees has been increasing. However, most refugees come from just a few 

countries. 

A. Define the term “refugee.” 

B. Discuss ONE political, ONE social, and ONE environmental reason why refugees flee their country of 
origin. 

C. Using the chart shown, select a country of origin; then identify and explain ONE reason why refugees have 
left the country. 

D. Explain TWO economic impacts that refugees can have on a receiving country. 
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Question 2 
 
English is the most widely used language in the world, thus becoming the world’s lingua franca. 
 

A. Define the term “lingua franca.” 
B. Identify and describe ONE historical factor that contributed to the worldwide use of English. 
C. Identify and explain TWO examples that show how globalization is contributing to English 

becoming the world’s lingua franca.  
 
Part A: 1 point total 
  

1. Common definition: A language that facilitates communication or trade between people who 
speak different native languages. (Clear inference of communication barriers being overcome.) OR 
2. Original definition: A common language that consisted of several languages (Italian, French, 
Spanish Greek, Arabic), which was formerly spoken in the ports of the Mediterranean. OR 
3. Systematic definition: A system of communication using signage or social symbols that 
functions like a common language in making individuals comprehensible to one another. 

 
Note: Do not accept definitions that are limited to: “A language that facilitates trade,” “A language spoken 
around the world or across a region,” or “A common language.” “Sign language” is not acceptable. 
 
Part B: 2 points total 
 
Historical factors 
2 points (1 point for identification and description) + (1 point for processes or agents) 
 

1. British colonialism or imperialism: British Empire extended to all continents and many 
former colonies still use English as an official language. Naval, military, and economic dominance 
spread language. 
2. Role of U. S. Military: overseas base locations or theaters of operation results in English usage 
in local communities or businesses (Philippines, Central America, Caribbean, Pacific Islands, 
Europe, Korean Peninsula, Japan).  
3. Rise of American diplomatic and/or economic power: founding of supranational 
organizations such as UN, GATT, WTO or emergence of U.S. as core region (multinational 
corporations). 
4. Migration of English-speakers: movement of native English speakers to non-English parts of 
the world as colonists (Argentina, Israel). Returning migrants bring English back to their native 
countries. 
5. Early global popularity of English-language arts: film, theatre, literature (Shakespeare, 
Mark Twain, Jane Austen).  
6. Religion: missionaries and mission schools, scriptural translations into English and liturgy from 
the Reformation onward (King James Bible, Book of Common Prayer), spatial diffusion of British 
Protestantism. 
7. English seen as a social status symbol among global elite (post 1800): English boarding 
schools, university education (Oxford, Cambridge), private English tutors. 

 

 
  


