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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

Time—1 hour and 40 minutes 

 
Directions:  You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered 
below. 
 
 1. Individuals often form groups in order to promote their interests. The Constitution contains several provisions 

that protect the rights of individuals who try to promote their interests in a representative democracy. 

(a) Explain two provisions in the Bill of Rights that protect individuals who try to influence politics. 

(b) Interest groups engage in a variety of activities to affect public policy. Explain how each of the following is 
used by interest groups to exert influence over policy. 

• Grassroots mobilization  

• Lobbying of government institutions 

• Litigation  

(c) Describe one specific federal governmental regulation of interest groups. 

 
 
 
 2. The federal bureaucracy as part of the executive branch exercises substantial independence in implementing 

governmental policies and programs. Most workers in the federal bureaucracy are civil-service employees who 
are organized under a merit system.  

(a) Describe one key characteristic of the merit system. 

(b) For each of the following, describe one factor that contributes to bureaucratic independence. 

• The structure of the federal bureaucracy 

• The complexity of public policy problems 

(c) For each of the following, explain one Constitutional provision that it can use to check the bureaucracy. 

• Congress 

• The courts 

• Interest groups 
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Source:  Web site of the clerk of the House of Representatives (http://clerk.house.gov/art_history/house_history/index.html)  
and the National Archives (http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/historical.html). States counted in this graphic are the eleven 
southern states of the former Confederacy (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, and Virginia). 

 
 3. Over the last several decades, the composition of the Democratic and Republican parties has changed in 

important ways. A major partisan shift has occurred in the South, but other demographic changes have also  
been identified. Changes in party composition are reflected at different rates in presidential elections than  
in congressional elections. 

(a) Identify one specific trend evident in the figure above. 

(b) Choose two of the following and use each to explain why southern voters from 1948 to 2000 were electing 
Democratic candidates to Congress more frequently than choosing Democratic candidates for the 
presidency. 

• Incumbency advantage 

• Gerrymandering 

• Differences between state and national parties 

(c) Several other changes in party composition have emerged in the past few decades. Select three of the 
following groups and for each explain how parties have changed in composition with respect to that  
group. 

• Catholics 

• Labor union members 

• Women 

• Social conservatives 
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Question 2 
 
6 points 
 
Part (a): 1 point  
 
One point is earned for a description of a characteristic of the merit system. Answers may include: 
 

• Hiring or promotion based on merit/experience/qualifications 
• Hiring based on testing 

 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each of two descriptions of factors contributing to bureaucratic independence. 
Answers may include: 
 

• Structure of the bureaucracy 
o Large 
o Specialized units/expertise 
o Tenure protections/hard to fire 
o Based on merit 
o Independent agencies/independent regulatory commissions 

 
• Complexity of public policy problems 

o Specialized units/expertise  
o Delegated authority — because Congress and the president cannot handle everything, they 

delegate authority to the bureaucracy 
o Discretionary authority — because legislation lacks details, the bureaucracy can fill in the gaps 

 
Part (c): 3 points 
 
One point is earned for each of three explanations of a constitutional provision that can check the 
bureaucracy. Answers may include: 
 

• Congress 
o Appropriations — can reward or punish agency 
o Legislation — can pass legislation affecting the bureaucracy 
o Rejection of presidential appointments to the bureaucracy 
o Impeachment of executive officials 

 
• Courts  

o Court rulings that limit bureaucratic practices  
o Judicial review — can declare bureaucratic actions unconstitutional 
o Injunctions against federal agencies 
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Question 2 (continued) 
 

• Interest groups 
o Use of the First Amendment 

 Lobbying 
 Protests 
 Media usage 
 Speech 

o Litigation 
 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is attempted but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank or off task. 
 


