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Source A  An advertisement from a small drug company about its role in the production of 

penicillin, 1944. 
 
During the Second World War (1939–45) the US government selected twenty 
companies to make penicillin to treat wounded American and British soldiers.  This 
advertisement was published in ‘Life’ magazine, which was regularly read by a 
quarter of all Americans. 
 
The image in the top right-hand corner represents Fleming’s petri dish. 
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