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General Marking Guidance

o All candidates must receive the same
treatment. Examiners must mark the first candidate in
exactly the same way as they mark the last.

e Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do
rather than penalised for omissions.

e Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme
not according to their perception of where the grade
boundaries may lie.

e Thereisno ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark
scheme should be used appropriately.

e All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark
scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award
zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of
credit according to the mark scheme.

e Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded
and exemplification may be limited.

e When examiners are in doubt regarding the application
of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team
leader must be consulted.

e Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the
candidate has replaced it with an alternative response.



SECTION A: Translation
Apply the grid for each half of the translation (20 marks)
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Question Manipulation of language: translation into Arabic (AO2)
number
1 Arabs in England

In August 1600, a group of Arab men travelled from Morocco on a ship
known as “The Eagle” and managed to avoid being attacked by the
Spanish navy before landing in England at the port of Dover. This was the
first important meeting between Arabs and the English in Britain. It was
led by Sultan Al-Mansur’s secretary, Abd-al-Wahid.

The Arab Embassy, as it was called then, was a house in the financial
heart of London near where the Bank of England is today. The official
purpose of the visit was to improve English commerce in Africa, but
secretly, the English wanted to create a powerful alliance against the
Spanish Empire.

During their stay, Queen Elizabeth the First invited the group to join the
celebrations of her long reign at the palace. There are detailed records

that report the visitors explored English culture and made donations to
local charities.

Now there is a wonderful painting of the secretary wearing a white hat, a
dark robe and holding a golden sword in the Shakespeare Institute. In
modern times, there are over a third of a million Arabs living in England,
many with success in business, media, and politics across the United
Kingdom.




Translation text Arabic Answer
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(Total for Question 1 =20 marks)

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable language.
Level 1 1-2 e Very limited use of correct vocabulary and grammar.
e Very repetitive or incoherent structures/lexis.
e Overall, communication is severely hindered.
Level 2 3-4 e Occasional use of correct vocabulary and grammar.
e Frequent lapses in structure/lexis.
e Overall, communication is infrequent.
Level 3 5-6 e Acceptable use of correct vocabulary and grammar.

e Some lapses in structure/lexis.
e Overall, communication is achieved despite errors.




Level 4 7-8 e Good use of correct vocabulary and grammar
e Occasional lapses in structure/lexis.
e Overall, communication is sound.
Level 5 9-10 | e Excellent use of correct vocabulary and grammar.

e Avariety of structures have been correctly used, including

idiomatic phrases, allowing for occasional, insignificant errors.
Overall, communication is excellent.




SECTION B: Essay
Apply both grids once to the essay (30 marks)

Question Content and communication (AO1)

number

2 Indicative content

(a) Creative Essay
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Question Content and communication (AO1)

number

2

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-3 e Less than a quarter of what is written will have shown the
ability to express ideas relevant to the narrative, report or
description required, and ideas hardly follow a logical
sequence.

e The piece is rarely coherent and there is so much digression
that the overall theme or purpose of the piece is greatly
obscured.




Level 2

4-6

e Around a third of what is written will have shown the ability
to express ideas in a form that would be comprehensible to
a native reader, with only occasional evidence of ideas
following a logical sequence.

e The piece is occasionally coherent and, while there is some
digression from the topic, the overall theme or purpose is
generally clear.

Level 3

e Around a half of what is written will have shown the ability
to express ideas in a form that would be comprehensible to
a native reader, with some evidence of ideas following a
logical sequence.

e The piece is sometimes coherent and there is digression
from the topic, but the overall theme or purpose is clear.

Level 4

10-12

e Around three-quarters of what is written will have shown
the ability to express ideas in a form that would be
comprehensible to a native reader, with much evidence of
ideas following a logical sequence.

e The piece is mostly coherent and, while there may be
occasional ambiguity or digression from the topic, these
appear to be aberrations in an otherwise pertinent piece of
work (in creative essays, there is considerable variety and
interest, and the reader’s attention is captured).

Level 5

13-15

e All of what is written will have shown the ability to express
ideas in a logical sequence, and errors do not interfere with
the comprehension.

e The piece is entirely coherent and, while there may be very
minor ambiguities or digression from the topic, the piece is
confident, fluent, pertinent and purposeful (in creative
essays, there is exemplary variety and interest, and the
piece is a pleasure to read).

Question
number

Quality of language (AO2)

2

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable language.

Level 1

1-3

e Limited range of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
which are rarely used appropriately and effectively to address
the needs of the task.

e Lexis and grammar may not be accurate, with a high degree of
repetition.

Level 2

4-6

e Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures, only occasionally used appropriately
and effectively to address the needs of the task.

e Lexis and grammar are occasionally accurate.




Level 3

e Satisfactory range of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
sometimes used appropriately and effectively to address the
needs of the task.

e Good control of basic language, but there may be errors
particularly with more complex structures/lexis.

Level 4

10-12 | e Good range of vocabulary and grammatical structures

generally used appropriately and effectively to address the
needs of the task.
e Only occasional lapses in lexical and grammatical control.

Level 5

13-15 | e Wide range of vocabulary and grammatical structures used

appropriately and effectively to address the needs of the task.
e Very good control/accuracy with very few errors.

SECTION C: Research-based Essay
Apply all three grids once to the essay (30 marks).

Question Content and communication (AO1)
number

3 Arab Science
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Comedy in Arabic Cinema
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Level

Mark

Content and communication (AO1)

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

e The student has shown minimal factual knowledge of the topic, text

or film.

There is no relevant supporting evidence from the topic, text or
film.

Only superficial details in the response.

Level 2

3-4

The student has shown some basic, generic factual knowledge of
the topic, text or film.

There is limited relevant supporting evidence from the topic, text or
film.

There is limited depth in the response.

Level 3

5-6

The student has shown acceptable factual knowledge of the topic,
text or film.

There is some variety of relevant supporting evidence from the
topic, text or film.

There is some depth in the response.

Level 4

7-8

The student has shown good factual knowledge of the topic, text or
film.

There is a good range of relevant supporting evidence from the
topic, text or film.

There is a good level of depth in the response.

Level 5

The student has shown excellent factual knowledge of the topic,
text or film.

There is a wide range of relevant supporting evidence from the
topic, text or film.

There is a high level of depth in the response.




Question
number

Quality of language (AO2)

3-8

Level

Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable language.

Level 1

1 e Communication is only occasionally achieved, even at a basic
level.

e Grammatical structures are basic and mostly used incorrectly.

e Vocabulary is often lacking or incorrect.

Level 2

2 e Communication is sometimes achieved at a basic level.

e Candidate has used mostly common structures, and these are
sometimes used correctly.

e Vocabulary is limited in range.

Level 3

3 e Communication is achieved most of the time.

e Common grammatical structures are mostly used correctly, and
though there is some use of less common structures, they may
contain errors.

e Vocabulary is acceptable in range.

Level 4

4 e Communication is achieved almost all of the time.

e A good range of common grammatical structures are used
correctly; some less common structures are used correctly.

e Vocabulary is good in range and includes specialist terms relevant
to the topic, text or film.

Level 5

5 e Communication is fluent and varied throughout.

e A wide range of both common and less common grammatical
structures are mostly used correctly.

e Vocabulary is excellent in range and shows knowledge of many
specialist terms relevant to the topic/text.




Question Critical analysis (AO3), organisation and development (AO2)
number
3-8
Level Mark Descriptor
0 No evidence of a critical, analytical understanding of the topic,
text or film.
Level 1 1-3 e (AO4) A superficial description in response to the question.

e (AO3) Limited links between ideas, leading to limited coherence
throughout.

e (AO4) Lacks conclusive remarks that are linked to, or
substantiated by, the essay content.

Level 2 4-6 e (AO4) A partial explanation in response to the question.

e (AO3) Occasional links between ideas and some attempts to
justify these, and Organisation within paragraphs is sometimes
present.

e (AO4) Conclusive remarks that may only be tangentially linked
to, and are only occasionally substantiated by, the essay
content.

Level 3 79 e (AO4) A full explanation in response to the question.

e (AO3) Some justified links between ideas, and coherent
Organisation between paragraphs are occasionally present.

e (AO4) Conclusive remarks which are linked to the essay and are
sometimes substantiated by the essay content.

Level 4 10-12 e (AO4) A critical analysis in response to the question, albeit
applied inconsistently.

e (AO3)Justified links between ideas, and coherent Organisation
between paragraphs is mostly present.

e (AO4) Conclusive remarks, which are linked to the essay, are
mostly substantiated by the essay content and show a
developing individual response.

Level 5 13-15 e (AO4) A full evaluation in response to the question.

well-organised and coherently developed argument
throughout.

observations that form an individual response.

e (AO3) Consistently justified links between ideas leading to a

e (AO4) Conclusive remarks, which are linked to the essay, are
always substantiated by the essay content and show insightful
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